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Happy 55th Birthday, BYA Little League! 
By Shani Parker 
 
On Saturday, April 17, 2010, the Brentwood Youth 
Activities presented its 55th Little League season.  All 
of the teams assembled at the LIRR Brentwood 
Station to begin the parade procession for the 
Opening Day Ceremonies.  The Grand Marshal of the 
parade was Louis Medina, the Executive Director of 
the Suffolk County Youth Bureau.  As the parade 
moved along Mr. Medina saluted the residents of 
Brentwood alongside David Otero, the President of 
BYA.  
 
Once the parade ended with the teams assembling at 
the BYA Complex, the Opening Ceremonies 
commenced.   It began with the Cub Scouts 
presenting colors and Ariana Rizzuto singing the 
Star-Spangled Banner.  The event was hosted by 
Eileen Felix, the Player Agent/Secretary of the 
Baseball and Softball Department.  Our Mistress of 
Ceremonies announced both President Otero and 
Director Medina as they welcomed everyone and 
proceeded with welcoming remarks.  BYA Coach 
Rich Gonzalez was also presented with the national 
Coach of the Year Award, granted by Liberty Mutual, 
for his dedication to the youth of our community.  He 
has helped children become winners in life as well as 
the field of play. 
 
The first pitch was thrown out by our 2009 Softball 
Senior Team.  The team won the Little League 
District 35 New York Championship and is favored to 
exceed this honor in the 2010 season.  This is one of 
the hallmarks of Commissioner Muhammad Small’s 
tenure as the director of the program and has marked 
the first championship Brentwood has won in the last 
17 years.   
 
2010 brings hope for county and state success.  The 
season begins with 44 teams and 615 registrants.  The 
divisions are tee-ball; softball minor, major, and 
junior-senior; and baseball rookie, minor, major, and 
junior-senior.  It is our hope that the season brings 
 

about joy and happiness to all. 
 
The Department of Baseball and Softball (DOBS) 
would like to thank the Brentwood High School 
Marching Band, the Green Machine, for leading the 
parade, the Suffolk County Police Department for 
being an escort, DJ Junito for his mastery of mixing 
music, Ariana Rizzuto for her sensational rendition 
of the national anthem, the Cub Scouts for 
presenting colors, our Grand Marshal Louis Medina, 
as well as the Town of Islip for granting us the 
permission to hold the parade. 
 
In 1955, the Brentwood Youth Activities was 
founded upon baseball.  A few decades later, the 
organization expanded its activities into softball, 
football, cheerleading, basketball, soccer, and 
bowling – and most of these programs still exist 
today.  For more than half a century the BYA has 
been a place of sport and merriment for our children 
and community – and we hope that it continues to be 
such for many years to come.   The BYA is a pillar 
in our community and we are all grateful that it 
exists for our children.  Happy Birthday, BYA Little 
League. 
 

 
 

THE BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL 
CLOSING CERMONIES WILL TAKE 

PLACE ON JUNE 27TH.  IT WILL BE AN 
ALL DAY EVENT WITH TROPHIES, 

AWARDS, COMPETITIVE EVENTS, ALL 
STAR GAMES, AND COACHES GAMES.  
APPLEBEE’S WILL BE JOINING US IN 

PROVIDING FOOD FOR THE EVENT AND 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO A GREAT TIME 

FOR ALL! 
     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Sponsors include: 
NY EYE CARE 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

    
 
 

 
 
 

 
REMINDER: 

 
Sales for DUCKS Tickets will end on May 28th.   

Purchase your tickets now.   
Visit the web-site for details and more information. 

 


